- Walking the ‘Gita’ talk - two thought provolqng perspectives on soft power ﬂ

M.R. VENKATESH | DC

‘Sanskritisation’ =  and
‘Anglicisation’ no longer
seem strange bedfellows.
The two books under review
this week, is happily strung
by a common thread of
what may be termed, ‘walk-
ing the Bhagavad Gita talk’,
though they belong to wide-
ly different realms of
human endeavour.

The dialogue between Sri
Krishna and Arjuna in the
‘Kurukshetra’ battlefield in
the epic ‘Mahabarata’, pro-
vides a renewed setting to
the Indian psyche that now
likes to play Prometheus in
offering social and manage-
ment theories with ‘Indian
roote’ for a glabal platform.
It is also part of a new In-
dian identity fired by goals
of right-wing politics.

Authored by three highly
articulate and well read
achievers, Bala V Balanha~
ndran. J.1.. Eellogg Disting
uished Professor {:sf Az,cou
~ nting and Infgrmatinn tgia

| orthwestoern
U:ggmlt USA and foun-
der of tha Chennal-based

‘Great Lakes Institute of
Management’, the inim-
itable and formidable TN
Emhm_, former Chief Ele

etion Commissioner of In-
dia and Nixon Fernando,

‘Yogyathwa', hopes to be a
launch pad to a brave new
world of management and
political leadership in the
digital age with a sharp
Indian edge.

Articulating this impro-
vised concept, Yogyathwa’,
a seeming build on ‘Yo-
gyatha® - which we are fa-
miliar with in ordinary lan-
guage as ‘fitness’ or ‘qualifi-
cation’- is no apologia for a
rigidified ‘Hindutva’. Its
breath of vision and pur-
poseful commitment has
been well affirmed in the
foreword to the book, by an
equally dlstmgulshed for-
mer civil servant, N. Vittal,
former Chief Vigilance
Commissioner (CVC) of
India, stating within the
classical framework of the
‘Bheavad Gita’ philosophy
whose core value 1s
‘Nishkama Karma' (doing
one’s duty without attach-
ment to the fruits of action),
“the ultimate professional-
ism comes from a unique
mix of skill, competence
and ethics.” This is also the
essenice of "Yogyathwa’', a
guality that makes someone
a "powerful and ethically
surcessful leader”

In Indian politics, M.
Vittal says only two leaders
come to mlnd who come

close to fulfilling the attrib-

Indian freedom struggle
and Gandhiji’'s conscience-
keeper, and former Prime
Minister PV Narasimha
Rao, who boldly introduced
the economic liberalisation
policies in the 1990g’. “They
demonstrated the concept of
powerful leadership
through Yogyathwa,” says
Vittal, adding, the present
Prime Minister, Narendra
Modi “too represents per-
haps the very effective and
appealing message of
‘Yogyathwa'."”
Notwithstanding these
‘Image Traps’, to use an
expression of the late
lamented social scientist
from Tamil Nadu, MSS
Pandian, such a new con-
cept in chaste Sanskrit is
bound to evoke in a multi-
cultural country, the
authors of ‘Yogyathwa', ina
brilliant 222-page treatise.
have shown how it draws
sustenance from the roots of
‘Dharma’.
Inspired by the
panishadic mystlcal unity
of ‘Brahman’ or the ‘univer-
sal soul’, the authors have
pegged their narrative on
two interesting notions:
firat of the ‘Common Soul’,
the prhnardial urge of one
‘Being’ wanting to be
‘Many’, how any successful

leader, be in an organisa-

former faculty of National utes of ‘Yogyathwa’, Rajaji tion or soclety at large,
Defence A::adamy Pune, as a great leader in the should vibe with the
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‘Common Soul’ by under-
standing and responding to
collective aspirations and
how they see ‘Dharma in
the present age’, and second
the concept of Suzerainty

in simple terms how one
takes a position of authori-
ty to give substance to lead-
ership. And when dove-
tailed with the concepts of

the
‘Dharma’ as explained in

three and

‘Yogas'
the 'Bhagavad Gita’, Bala
and Seshan unveil a new
interface of 'Yogyvathwa', to
benchmark leadership.

An ‘inspirational eader
by that ardattck moves to i
higher realm of enlightened
consciousness- “entering
regions through the knowl-

edge that there 1is a
‘Common Soul”, as the
authors put it- and equally
have an uncanny ability to
connect with the humdrum
world of everyday life. Thus
the authors’ precise repre-
sentation of ‘Yogyathwa'
with Venn diagrams, 1s sim-
ilar to the ‘ascent’ and
‘descent’ phases in Sri
Aurobindo’s philosophy of
'Integral Yoga', wherein on
evolving into a higher
plane, the ‘supramental
consciousness’ or the
‘divine will’ descends into
earthly life for the greater
good of mankind. It 1s cer-
tainly a book that will be
talked about even outside
the portals of 1IMs".

The second book,
Butterflies, Parathas and
the Bhagavad-Gita, by Dr S
Hari Haran, a dermatolo-
gist and an alumnus of the
Government Tirunelveli
medical college and Raja
Muthiah medical college
and now placed In
Coimbatore, is again revis-

iting how to live out the

eternal values of the Gita,

seen through the prism of
the tmuulmuua lives of two
fs from the dusty, highly
of

1o

g‘u luted  port-town
ticorin, who grow u

become medical pmfm on-

als under varying ecircum-
stances.

One‘ of their much-loved

schoolteachers, Bharat Sir,
stokes their curiosity 1o
read the ‘Bhagavad Gita’ to
pen an essay on it. That qui-
etly sets off a chain of
‘karmic events’ for the next
25 years or so, for Venki and
Sandy, the protagonists of
this seemingly autobilo-
graphical metaphysical fic-
tion. Both even part ways
for vears, as Venki tries to
plod through the profundi-
ties of the Gita as he
matures, amid Sandy as
Santosh is called, an LLL
(love’s labour lost) case,
hooked to hedonistic ways
in despondence. Yet, finally
as the moment of truth
reckons for Sandy he turns
around to find loads of wis-
dom in what Venki had been
trying to plead about the
signiticance of the
‘Bhagavad Gita’.

The crisscrossing time
zones of the two boys grow-
ing up and maturing in
inter- permnﬂ relationships
and other characters who
impinge their lives, provide
a parallel track to narrate
In a simple, engaging style
the key teachings of the
‘Bhagavad Gita’, laced with

insights from Sri
Ramakrishna, Swami
Vivekananda, Sri
Aurobindo, Ramana

Maharishi; and Sufi myvs-
tics, It is hardly in the genre
of the racy heal-thyself-doe-

tor stuff, or miracle-aim
self-help books. but Har
Haran's work definitively
re resents a recent, yet
r, trend of small town
[ndja reinter reti.ng
Bharat's newfound rel
ity, a shade similar to
Kapil Devi and later MS
Dhoni rewrote the ethos gf
Indian cricket.
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DIVYA DESA DHAR

by Usha Raja- Published
Palaniappa Bmthe
Chennai:

Thisisa nmaly cmnpeyj

um on and friendly trave
ers guide to the 108 sac
shrines of Sri
Vaishnavisim, with th
1000th year birth anniver-
sary celebrations of t
great Saint-teacher g ,
Ramanuja just a few weelg
away.

The author, Ms. Usha Raja,
a post-graduate in Englis %
literature and a media pro-
fessional, has lucidly

ex‘plamed the signiﬁcan
of each ‘sthala’, how a

why the deity of
Vishnu i1s known in each 5
those temples, brief history
of each temple and other
vital information on how ts
get there for ‘darshan’. It i
a welcome addition to
gogre of religiocus ha

k to both pﬂWs
tourists. lmt

; %':ﬁ.




