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There's a cold, hidden truth that lies behind the country's low refrigerator ownership

What'’s Inside India’s Iﬁ'ldge

r

A | heelectricrefrigeratorwas
trented In the early 1¥is
Nearty all US houscholds
owned one by 1950, The ad
opition ruses were also sims
larty Bigh inanumber of otheroosnt
ries Suchatastdiffusion rateof aho
wsehold apptiance indicates that ta
milies attached an enormoss yakue
to the refrigerntor’s ability to preser
ve food af & uniform teamperature
whach resubtod In o qusantum fump i
Faen bty welfare

A nismber of studies show that the
refrigeration of food deastically im
peoves henlth owtoames, especiully
for ehitldren. It also dowers titne and
ot spent on househol) tasks such
as grocery shopping and cooking by
women. A study putdished m 206,
Engines of Libermtion by Jeremy
Greetywood, Ananth Seshadel and
Mehmet Yorukoglu (Reysew of Eco
nosuse Studles, goo g/ LpFHMD), sho
wed that between 100 and 1970, the
introduction of such duralile goods
redoced the time spent on hoosehold
work by meardy 70%

By saving women's time 1o hosse
wurk, the adoption of a refrigernioe,
losg with other consaumer durabdes
suchas the washing machine and mi
CTUWSYE OVEn, cased wuen's entry
intothe jobmarket (n advanced ecoo
ormvies. Infarm, it raksed Bamily incom
es and letsure time. A numsder of sto
iies consader this as a eritical factor
1 ralsiing wormen s Eanc Epet oo

Nearty 90% fansilbes in China tod
ay have o refrigerator What about In
thia? The 2006 1CE 390" survey showed
that a liethe less than 0% of Indian

famifies have a refrigeratoe At first
glance, we may vanchude that a fridge
s still an aspirational product that
doesn't it into the magarity of Indian
fomilies’ budgets. That reasoning
hrwrver, does not hald up.

The same survery showed that even
mibe top 3% of therichest Indianta
mibwes, only sixout of 106atndlies kwve
a fridge. This sugeests that constra
nts other than afSordability are at
work here that tnflisence househol
{ls" dectsion fo buy a refrigeratos

Whitle a threshold leved of income
ks & necessary condition for the pur
chase of a refrigerator it Is not the
sufficient condition

The X1 census shows that peardy
twice the number of housebolds In
rural India own a two-wheeler, whi
o costs much more than o fridge
This kind of hierarchical patiern in
the ownership of a teo wheeler and
a fridee In India Is unlike in any
Other magar ecnnoeny

SoWomen can Chill
b Mareds 2017 pageer i (he Ml
of Quastiative Ecomoenios{From I
cotme to Howusehold Wellare: Lessons
froen Redrigerasor Ownership in 1o
i by Sowmya Dhanara), Vidya Ma
hambare and Poottam Manjal), this
appsrent puzele ks esplonsd

Folowing a rubust statistical me
thodology and cotstrodling for the iny
pesct of a number of other determin
ants such as regiomal influences, twe
factors stood out

One, a refrigerator is undgue o
1 all energy asing consumes durs
bles. Unlihe the tedevision or alecon
ditiemer, the decision to purvhase »
fridge depends pot ondy on the access.
bt also reliability and duration of
resadential power

Ulsnlior o T frackpe bs off Fitthe uese
unless unisterrupted power supply
s guarantesd. Nearly £1% of rurnl
hwoaseholds and 13% of urban howse
halds in India vither do not lsawve ac
cess tn electricity, or receive electrd
clty for bess than eight hours. This

Across the country, female education and its potential
impact on increasing their earning capacity raise
women's decision-making power within a household

makes It major comstralng (o buy »
Gurabde such as a refrigerator In
fnce, amly around ball of India’s po-
pulation recvives residential power
Sor e thaan M6 Bexirs & day

Twn, uniike 5 TV, wivich i a lels-
e good, a refrigersior dlsproportio
nately benedits wornen in 1he family
AS 2 resul, o decishon 10 purchase »
consumes dirable 1s also driven by
theldr bargaining snd Secision mak-
Ing power within o Exndly And wisst
woul tilt the Intra-househokd harya-
Ining power in Evour of woemen? i is
Larpely the Rt lon of the education
bl of wunowen

The results of the stinly saggest
that i both rural and urban arens,
female education and its potesitial
Imgaect on increasing their enrning
capacity ralse wamen ' sdecislon-ma
king power within a bousehold. In
tarn, it rokees the probability of re
frigeratorownership

A related - and an often overiook
el - fact abmut the role of women s
thaat Prackia s sedt b0 forgo a ke share
of its socallesd demographic dncidend
i moee wornen dio not begin to werk
oxitside hosne, Bough caleukations
suguest, o the peeventage of workd

ng-age wommen wiho woek outside bo-
stoe I nucin ] Chinas stay's ot thelr
ostrrent leveds — 270 amd G1% resp-
ectively — India woulld have an over
all Jower labour force even in 200,
despite having & tch hrger work-
fngt-age popualiatian.

Policles in Cold Storage
To susm s, the slow penetration rute
ol vefrigerator ownership is larpely
an outocane of 1he Bailure of India’s
socialand evonomic polices. Arise in
Incomes per se does not necessarily
Jesad to a0 incrense in welface, unless
the government plays a sugpartive
role, in this case by nproving the
energy and education policies

The results also bawve lingillcatsns
for demand forecasting for firms sell
Ing durable goods such as refrigera
tors. The projectes] adoption rutes of
durables such as a fridge or a wash
ing machine {piped water is a major
comstraint in Indin), based purely on
the inoome levels, would overestima
e the actual demamd
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