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professor. Three years later, in
1976, 1 had become an assistant
professor there. Somewhere down
the line, I realised that I had to
learn some accounting and stud-
ied chartered accountancy too.
Now, I teach both operations and
cost management at Kellogg
School of Management and at
GLIM.”
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One of my other skills is that I
do not need a computer or a cal-
culator to do calculations. I am
strong at mental math. This added
to my core competencies and
played an instrumental role in
helping me win my gold medal.

1 worked on sharpening my ex-
isting abilities in order to gain an
edge over my peers. Similarly, it is
necessary for students today to
cultivate their core competengies
in order to gain an edge over oth-
ers and make a mark for them-
selves in their respective fields of
interests. Do not blindly follow
what your parents want you to un-
less you have the passion for it.

One lesson 1 learnt in life was to
never give up. I firmly believe that
winners never quit and quitters
never win. An incident that

spurred me to follow this was that
my family was insulted for being
poor. That was when I decided
that I wanted to achieve greatness

and wealth, not just as financially,
but mentally, too. And that could
not have happened if I had quit at
the smallest sign of difficulties.

I take great pleasure in achiev-
ing what people say I cannot, and
for that, giving up is not an option.
Perseverance is the key to success.
For instance, Rajat Gupta told me,
that he had created ISB at Hydera-
bad, but as I was a professor and
not a wealthy industrialist, I could
not create a business school. That
spurred me to singlehandedly set
up Great Lakes — despite undergo-
ing heart surgeries.

The takeaway is that you don't
necessarily have to be humiliated
to achieve success and laurels.
However, on the flip side, if you
have been humiliated, it will work
wonders to channel that humili-
ation to bring out your best,

Memories

R. RAGU

Perseverance: Key to success.

Yet another memory is when
we were told that around 30 stu-
dents from the university would
be going to Delhi to meet the then
P{ime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru.

_ My most memorable moment
atA

when a famous historian visited it.
However, only those who were
secretaries of societies — such as
the mathematics or chemistry so-
ciety, for instance — were permit-
ted to dine with him. | went on to
become a secretary all because |
wanted to converse and be photo-
graphed with him.

ly, I wanted to be a part of
the delegation. I was told that 1
would have to be selected for a
play that would be performed in
front of Nehru, I persevered at it,
was selected for the play, and
went on to meet Nehru. | was
elated when I finally met and in-
teracted with him,

The conversation veered to-

wards how, much like how he had
created the 11T, 1 too wanted to
build a business school. He ap-
plauded my goal and said, “That is
alofty goal, but keep at it and you
will achieve it.” It is after all not
every day that the Prime Minister
acknowledges your goal and as-
sures you of success.
Favourite mentor

My math professor, Ran-
gaswami, was my mentor. He was
a huge motivating factor and made
math extremely interesting. |
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firmly believe that if a person can
make math fun for an individual
who comes from a family where
math wasn't the favourite subject,
he has to be a genius.

A message

Nothing is impossible, no goal,
unattainable. If you can dream
big, believe in achieving the im-
possible, and think of ways to con-
vert that dream into reality, the
sky is your limit. Determination,
dedication and perseverance will
show you the way.
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