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‘Policies can have immense disruptive power’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

AIADMK leader and Minister
of Tamil language and Cul-
ture K. Pandiarajan on Satur-
day said policies of the go-
vernment can have immense
disruptive power.

Mr. Pandiarajan was
speaking at the two-day An-
nual Global Convention of
Entrepreneur Cafe, being

hosted by the Great Lakes In-
stitute of Management.

The theme of the confe-
rence is ‘Disruptive Entrepre-
neurship in Amazing India’.
The decision by former Chief
Minister K. Kamaraj to open
15,000 schools drove up
gross enrolment ratio to 80%
in the State even as the na-
tional average was 30%, he
recalled. At the inaugural ce-

remony, Chairman of Sunda-
ram Fasteners Limited Su-
resh Krishna, talked of the
duty of entrepreneurs to take
care of their labour force.

‘Standard of living’
“If we are not here to elevate
the standard of living of our
citizens, what are we doing,”
Mr. Krishna asked.

He said job creation was a

crucial component of entre-
preneurship, which included
jobs in the lower part of the
pyramid.

Bala V. Balachandran,
founder and chairman of the
institute, R. Ramanan, Direc-
tor of the Atal Innovation Mis-
sion and Dharmendra Pratap
Yadav, principal secretary,
MSME were among the
speakers.
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Business school Great Lakes signs MoU with Babson College to
nurtureentrepreneurship

TNN | Dec 8, 2018, 04.39 PM IST

CHENNAI: Great Lakes Institute of Management signed a MoU whigisétSentrepreneurship education specialist Babson
College on Saturday to foster a mutually beneficial relationship between the two institutions in the area of entrepreneurshi
Among other things, the MoU will help develop faculty who can impart knowledge on entrepreneurship to students and
develop growth strategies in case of family businesses.

The MoU was signed by Tom Simon, MD, The Babson Collaborative, Babson College, US, and Bala V Balachandran, fou
dean & chairman, Great Lakes Institute of Management, at the 4th Annual Global Convention (AGZy20%8dby
Great Lakesd Entrepreneurs Caf ®.

The conference is a tvday event to be held on December 8 and 9 in collaboration WiICCI and Ivy Next and is being
conducted on the theme of Disruptive Entrepreneurship in Amazing India.

Speaking at the event, Dharmendfeatap Yadav, IAS, principal secretartyySME, Tamil Nadjovt, noted that innovation
should not be restricted to certain social strata of people, and aspirations of the bottom pyramid must also be addressed.

He added that the Tamil Nadu government is working on
coll aborative with academic institutions. 6

RRamananadditional secretary and mission director, Atal Innovation Mission, said the government is working with univers
across the country to set up 101 startup incubators, and Great Lakes will be one among the colleges to welcome an incub
in the next oO0two to three months. o

Great Lakes founder Balachandran said, OWi th our | ates
provide a great opportunity for enthusiasts as well as student entrepreneurs to learn and exchange ideas, get updated on
|l atest tech disruptions and innovations. 6

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/iaiainess/businesshochreat-lakessignsmouwith-babsoncollegeto-
nurtureentrepreneurship/articleshow/67000943.cms
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THIS AIN’T
CHILD’S PLA

How young do you need to be to have a start-up? The answer to that question can
fetch some pretty low numbers. Parvathi Benu catches up with a few young 'uns

Hear, hear <

K Pandiarajan, Minister
of Tamil Language,
Tamil Culture

and Archaeology,
Government of Tamil
Nadu and Founder,

Ma Foi Management
Consultants gave the
inaugural speech
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hen was the first time that you heard the
word entrepreneur? A friend asked me this
question a few days ago. I pondered. I must
have been over 14. Also, I remembered how
I had a hard time figuring out the spelling
back in grade XIand learning the right way
to pronounce the word. Both of us, being
in our mid-20s, laughed about it. Two days
down the line, there Iwas, waiting on a sofa,
tly decorated Christmas

e
tute of Management, Chennai. The college
and Entrepreneur Cafe, a global movement
for entrepreneurs to meet and discuss ideas,
where hosting their fourth Annual Global
Convention. The 24-hour-long event had a
panel for entrepreneurs below 16. A quick
look at the profiles of the panellists

and I was surprised. They were 14,

13and 10 respecnvely and each of

h a

Soon Isaw th.ree ch]ldren out-
side the glass door of the room.
They were my interviewees.
Ishaan Gangabasi (10), Surabhi
Kashyap (14) and Krishiv Agar-
wal (13) sat down in front of me. All of
them, (shorter than the five-feet-tall Christ-
mas tree next to me) had a lot to share,
from the stories of their companies to their
views on the education system.

The maker of desi Siri

Krishiv, a class IX student in Ambitus World
School, Hyderabad grew up in a household
where the word entrepreneurship was more
commonly used than coffee. Son of Nikhil

Hey, Mr Stark

Even though Ishaan loves to be secretive,
his favourite superhero is Iron Man and not
Spiderman or Batman. Rather ironically
though, he's yet to watch Infinity War

Agarwal, the founder of Entrepreneur Cafe,
Krishiv's idea for his AI bot ALPH was
born out of his hatred for smartphones.
"They're cramped and kill everything that
is natural," he tells us, pointing at the Jio
Phone he uses. When we asked him to tell us
more about his product, Krishiv was more
than happy to explain. "It is an Al-based
bot that manages everything from relations
to finances to social media. It is a cheaper
version of Siri. It also has emotional intel-
ligence and understands you better. And it
is not restricted to Apple phones," he says.
Krishiv conceptualised it a year ago and de-
veloped the prototype a month back.
Krishiv has attended a few meetings by
Entrepreneur Cafe and was guided by a
few adults including his dad, but this
13-year-old has had his share of dif-
ficulties. "It was difficult to find
coders who are young and trust-
worthy," he says. And by young,
he meant pre-teens. All the mem-
bers in his team are either 12 or 13.
"We're getting professionals too on
board. Now, we all work for an hour
each day" he says. He is optimistic about
getting the demo product out in the coming
months.

STEMming from within

On the adjacent couch sat Surabhi, who
wore a collared grey T-shirt with the logo
of her company, Stemlabs. At 14, she's been
doing something that most of us aren't
able to do even at home — she works with
her parents. "It is an emerging company
that makes STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics) learning
products for kids from class IV. Our goal
is to make education accessible all across
the world in a fun way" she says. Now, this
eighth grader has a serious issue with the
Indian education system (And no, she isn't
whining about homework). "Kids these days
resent education because of the constant
mugging up. We have to have more interac-
tive hands-on experience," she says.

Right then, I hear two loud cries of
‘yes'. Those were from Ishaan and Krishav.
Krishav, who otherwise manages his school
work, football and his venture while getting
a solid seven hours of sleep every day, tells
us how his project got pushed because of
pressure from school. Ishaan, on the other
hand, finds his textbooks boring. "While
learning from textbooks, I get to imagine
things. I don't get to feel the real thing," he
says. "You got to understand the science be-
hind things and apply them. Also, the con-

Daddy cool
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stant pressure is demotivating," Surabhi
tells us. How is it to work with your par-
ents? I wondered. But this student at Gopa-
lan International School, Bengaluru thinks
it is 'pretty smooth.' "My parents founded
the company a year and a half ago. I asked
them if I could join them and they said
‘Why not'. I was doubtful initially I thought
I won't be able to manage everything, but
I did," she says. Surabhi's mother Pavana,
on the other hand, says that her daughter
is her rock, who handles everything from
organising workshops to advertising.

Under his micro hood

Sitting next to me was a little boy in a grey
hoodie who smiled constantly. "So what is
your company about?" I asked him. "Mine
is an automobile company. We are just done
designing two cars. Now we're researching
on its internal parts," says Ishaan. Thisfifth
grader from Gopalan National School, Ben-
galuru tells us how he and his friend Ash-
win were bored one day and thought that
they should start a company to make cars. I
was flabbergasted. "Till now, India has only
two car companies. I want us to have more
car companies and create vehicles that pol-
lute less," he says.

Ishaan has a 13-member team right now
and all of the members are his classmates.
"Ashwin and I planned everything and we
took people who are interested. It was a se-
cret for a long time. Until now;, our teach-
ers also have no idea about it. I don't want
anyone to steal my idea," he says. (If you're
Ishaan's teacher, please make sure that
his idea is safe.) Ishaan later discussed
the idea with his parents and they were
supportive about it. "My father told me wu
about the structure of a company Now, sy £y
we have a Chief Finance Officer and a
Chief Technical Officer. We have even
calculated the cost of our futuristic car
and it will come to about ¥1,00,60,000," he
says. Later; Isaan's mother Shruti Gang-
abasi tells us that right after they reach
Bengaluru, they're set to meet a Company
Secretary and Ishaan will do all the talk-
ing.

Now, what do they have to say at a panel
discussion? A lot of things apparently. "We
need to get investors. It is tough to find
them," Krishav says. Surabhi nods to that.
"Also, we need more publicity" he adds. As
we neared the end of the conversation, the
entrepreneurs were still gearing to spread
their infectious energy As I waved them
goodbye, I couldn't help but ask myself,
‘What was I doing when I was their age?
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