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‘Policies can have immense disruptive power’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

AIADMK leader and Minister
of Tamil language and Cul-
ture K. Pandiarajan on Satur-
day said policies of the go-
vernment can have immense
disruptive power.

Mr. Pandiarajan was
speaking at the two-day An-
nual Global Convention of
Entrepreneur Cafe, being

hosted by the Great Lakes In-
stitute of Management.

The theme of the confe-
rence is ‘Disruptive Entrepre-
neurship in Amazing India’.
The decision by former Chief
Minister K. Kamaraj to open
15,000 schools drove up
gross enrolment ratio to 80%
in the State even as the na-
tional average was 30%, he
recalled. At the inaugural ce-

remony, Chairman of Sunda-
ram Fasteners Limited Su-
resh Krishna, talked of the
duty of entrepreneurs to take
care of their labour force.

‘Standard of living’
“If we are not here to elevate
the standard of living of our
citizens, what are we doing,”
Mr. Krishna asked.

He said job creation was a

crucial component of entre-
preneurship, which included
jobs in the lower part of the
pyramid.

Bala V. Balachandran,
founder and chairman of the
institute, R. Ramanan, Direc-
tor of the Atal Innovation Mis-
sion and Dharmendra Pratap
Yadav, principal secretary,
MSME were among the
speakers.
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Business school Great Lakes signs MoU with Babson College to
nurture entrepreneurship

TNN | Dec 8, 2018, 04.39 PM IST

CHENNAI: Great Lakes Institute of Management signed a MoU with US-based entrepreneurship education specialist Babson
College on Saturday to foster a mutually beneficial relationship between the two institutions in the area of entrepreneurship.
Among other things, the MoU will help develop faculty who can impart knowledge on entrepreneurship to students and
develop growth strategies in case of family businesses.

The MoU was signed by Tom Simon, MD, The Babson Collaborative, Babson College, US, and Bala V Balachandran, founder,
dean & chairman, Great Lakes Institute of Management, at the 4th Annual Global Convention (AGC) 2018, organised by
Great Lakes’ Entrepreneurs Café.

The conference is a two-day event to be held on December 8 and 9 in collaboration with TiE, FICCI and vy Next and is being
conducted on the theme of Disruptive Entrepreneurship in Amazing India.

Speaking at the event, Dharmendra Pratap Yadav, IAS, principal secretary - MSME, Tamil Nadu govt, noted that innovation
should not be restricted to certain social strata of people, and aspirations of the bottom pyramid must also be addressed.

He added that the Tamil Nadu government is working on a startup policy, which “will be inclusive, encouraging and
collaborative with academic institutions.”

R Ramanan, additional secretary and mission director, Atal Innovation Mission, said the government is working with universities
across the country to set up 101 startup incubators, and Great Lakes will be one among the colleges to welcome an incubator
in the next “two to three months.”

Great Lakes founder Balachandran said, “With our latest offering, we are glad to bring a global level forum that will
provide a great opportunity for enthusiasts as well as student entrepreneurs to learn and exchange ideas, get updated on
latest tech disruptions and innovations.”

https: / /timesofindia.indiatimes.com /business /india-business /business-school-great-lakes-signs-mou-with-babson-college-to-

nurture-entrepreneurship /articleshow /6700094 3.cms
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THIS AIN’T
CHILD’S PLA

How young do you need to be to have a start-up? The answer to that question can
fetch some pretty low numbers. Parvathi Benu catches up with a few young 'uns

Hear, hear <

K Pandiarajan, Minister
of Tamil Language,
Tamil Culture

and Archaeology,
Government of Tamil
Nadu and Founder,

Ma Foi Management
Consultants gave the
inaugural speech
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hen was the first time that you heard the
word entrepreneur? A friend asked me this
question a few days ago. I pondered. I must
have been over 14. Also, I remembered how
I had a hard time figuring out the spelling
back in grade XIand learning the right way
to pronounce the word. Both of us, being
in our mid-20s, laughed about it. Two days
down the line, there Iwas, waiting on a sofa,
tly decorated Christmas

e
tute of Management, Chennai. The college
and Entrepreneur Cafe, a global movement
for entrepreneurs to meet and discuss ideas,
where hosting their fourth Annual Global
Convention. The 24-hour-long event had a
panel for entrepreneurs below 16. A quick
look at the profiles of the panellists

and I was surprised. They were 14,

13and 10 respecnvely and each of

h a

Soon Isaw th.ree ch]ldren out-
side the glass door of the room.
They were my interviewees.
Ishaan Gangabasi (10), Surabhi
Kashyap (14) and Krishiv Agar-
wal (13) sat down in front of me. All of
them, (shorter than the five-feet-tall Christ-
mas tree next to me) had a lot to share,
from the stories of their companies to their
views on the education system.

The maker of desi Siri

Krishiv, a class IX student in Ambitus World
School, Hyderabad grew up in a household
where the word entrepreneurship was more
commonly used than coffee. Son of Nikhil

Hey, Mr Stark

Even though Ishaan loves to be secretive,
his favourite superhero is Iron Man and not
Spiderman or Batman. Rather ironically
though, he's yet to watch Infinity War

Agarwal, the founder of Entrepreneur Cafe,
Krishiv's idea for his AI bot ALPH was
born out of his hatred for smartphones.
"They're cramped and kill everything that
is natural," he tells us, pointing at the Jio
Phone he uses. When we asked him to tell us
more about his product, Krishiv was more
than happy to explain. "It is an Al-based
bot that manages everything from relations
to finances to social media. It is a cheaper
version of Siri. It also has emotional intel-
ligence and understands you better. And it
is not restricted to Apple phones," he says.
Krishiv conceptualised it a year ago and de-
veloped the prototype a month back.
Krishiv has attended a few meetings by
Entrepreneur Cafe and was guided by a
few adults including his dad, but this
13-year-old has had his share of dif-
ficulties. "It was difficult to find
coders who are young and trust-
worthy," he says. And by young,
he meant pre-teens. All the mem-
bers in his team are either 12 or 13.
"We're getting professionals too on
board. Now, we all work for an hour
each day" he says. He is optimistic about
getting the demo product out in the coming
months.

STEMming from within

On the adjacent couch sat Surabhi, who
wore a collared grey T-shirt with the logo
of her company, Stemlabs. At 14, she's been
doing something that most of us aren't
able to do even at home — she works with
her parents. "It is an emerging company
that makes STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics) learning
products for kids from class IV. Our goal
is to make education accessible all across
the world in a fun way" she says. Now, this
eighth grader has a serious issue with the
Indian education system (And no, she isn't
whining about homework). "Kids these days
resent education because of the constant
mugging up. We have to have more interac-
tive hands-on experience," she says.

Right then, I hear two loud cries of
‘yes'. Those were from Ishaan and Krishav.
Krishav, who otherwise manages his school
work, football and his venture while getting
a solid seven hours of sleep every day, tells
us how his project got pushed because of
pressure from school. Ishaan, on the other
hand, finds his textbooks boring. "While
learning from textbooks, I get to imagine
things. I don't get to feel the real thing," he
says. "You got to understand the science be-
hind things and apply them. Also, the con-

GREAT LAKES

INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT, CHENNAI

Daddy cool

When Krishiv shared his entre|
idea with Nikhil Agarwal, he w
and took his son to a few Entri
Cafe meetings where he got tc

This 14-yea
an eighth gra(
International &

1 joined the compan)
ago. My parents
and I understand t
kids in their proc

do anything my r
advertise and spe

St

stant pressure is demotivating," Surabhi
tells us. How is it to work with your par-
ents? I wondered. But this student at Gopa-
lan International School, Bengaluru thinks
it is 'pretty smooth.' "My parents founded
the company a year and a half ago. I asked
them if I could join them and they said
‘Why not'. I was doubtful initially I thought
I won't be able to manage everything, but
I did," she says. Surabhi's mother Pavana,
on the other hand, says that her daughter
is her rock, who handles everything from
organising workshops to advertising.

Under his micro hood

Sitting next to me was a little boy in a grey
hoodie who smiled constantly. "So what is
your company about?" I asked him. "Mine
is an automobile company. We are just done
designing two cars. Now we're researching
on its internal parts," says Ishaan. Thisfifth
grader from Gopalan National School, Ben-
galuru tells us how he and his friend Ash-
win were bored one day and thought that
they should start a company to make cars. I
was flabbergasted. "Till now, India has only
two car companies. I want us to have more
car companies and create vehicles that pol-
lute less," he says.

Ishaan has a 13-member team right now
and all of the members are his classmates.
"Ashwin and I planned everything and we
took people who are interested. It was a se-
cret for a long time. Until now;, our teach-
ers also have no idea about it. I don't want
anyone to steal my idea," he says. (If you're
Ishaan's teacher, please make sure that
his idea is safe.) Ishaan later discussed
the idea with his parents and they were
supportive about it. "My father told me wu
about the structure of a company Now, sy £y
we have a Chief Finance Officer and a
Chief Technical Officer. We have even
calculated the cost of our futuristic car
and it will come to about ¥1,00,60,000," he
says. Later; Isaan's mother Shruti Gang-
abasi tells us that right after they reach
Bengaluru, they're set to meet a Company
Secretary and Ishaan will do all the talk-
ing.

Now, what do they have to say at a panel
discussion? A lot of things apparently. "We
need to get investors. It is tough to find
them," Krishav says. Surabhi nods to that.
"Also, we need more publicity" he adds. As
we neared the end of the conversation, the
entrepreneurs were still gearing to spread
their infectious energy As I waved them
goodbye, I couldn't help but ask myself,
‘What was I doing when I was their age?
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Surabhi Kashyap

Origin
story
Surabhi uses
Instagram and
WhatsApp.
But she doesn't
use either of
the platforms
for business
promotion and
depends mostly
on word of
mouth
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Balancing act

Surabhi thought that she wouldn't be able to
manage her studies along with the company, as
she is someone who strives to get good grades. But
once she started working, everything fell in place

10

This 10-year-old (Ishaan) was the
youngest member on the panel . e.

Secret
mission
Ishaan's has kept
his idea a secret.
from his teachers.
His mother tells
us that the child
kept it a secret
from his parents
too for a long
Ishaan Gangabasi time

I wanted to be a cricketer at first. But
then we designed the car and now, we
want to make futuristic cars. There are 13
members in my team

MORE TO HER

Surabhi's hobbies include singing, dancing,
writing and reading. After growing up, she
wants to get into the Arts stream and wants to
do something unconventional

m At 13, this budding entrepreneur

is a student of Ambitus World
School, Hyderabad

Attention
coders

Krishiv's LinkedIn
profile says that he
is currently looking
for 2D designers
and AI coders

All my coders are younger
than me or of the same age.
It was hard to find people
who are that young, but
then I figured out that I can
solve the issue if I teach my
friends coding

Krishiv Agarwal

3

At the event

Great Lakes Institute of
Management and Entrepreneur
Cafe together conducted
the fourth Annual Global
Convention which had a panel for
entrepreneurs below 16

Every vote counts
In the last Karnataka Assembly
Elections, Ishaan worked hard to
get voter ID cards for 150 voters
and on election day, he worked
with other kids to make sure
that people cast their vote. This
resulted in an increase in voter
count from 200 to 2,000

&

Speaking up
The panel spoke about the topic
"The Future beyond Tomorrow'
and the session was moderated by
Malti Lakhani from
Entrepreneur Cafe
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Cuppa coffee

Entrepreneur Cafe's members
meet on the second Thursday of
every month. Also, each member
is supposed to BYOC (Buy Your
Own Coffee)
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had his share of difficulties. "First of all, it was difficult to find
coders who are young and trustworthy,” he says. And by young, he
meant pre-teens. All the members in his team are either 12 or 13.
"We're getting professionals too on board. Currently, all of us work
for an hour each day." he says. He is optimistic about getting the

‘ g;:a&l:: Benu (64 o 0 @ @ demo product out in the next couple of months.
shares

STEMming from within

On the adjacent couch sat Surabhi, who wore a collared gray T-shirt
with the logo of her company, Stemlabs. At 14, she's been doing
something that most of us aren't able to do even at home — she
works with her parents. "It is an emerging company that makes
STEM (Science, technology, engineering, and mathematics) learning
products for kids from class IV. Our goal is to make education
accessible all across the world in a fun way," she says. Now, this
eighth grader has a serious issue with the Indian education system
(And no, she isn't whining about homework). "Kids these days
resent education because of the constant mugging up. We have to
have more interactive hands-on experience,"” she says.

Right then, I hear two loud cries of 'yes' Those were from Ishaan
and Krishav. Krishav, who otherwise manages his school work,
fanthall and hic ventiire while oettine a anlid spven hanrs nf cleen
every day, tells us how his project got pushed because of excessive
pressure from school. Ishaan, on the other hand. finds his textbooks
boring. "While learning from textbooks, I only get to imagine things.
I don't get to feel the real thing." he says.

When was the first time that you heard the word entrepreneur? A
friend asked me this question a few days ago. I pondered. I must
have surely been over 14. Also, I remembered how I had a hard time
figuring out the spelling back in grade XI and learning the right way
to pronounce the word. Both of us, being in our mid-20s, laughed Surabhi Kashyap
about it. Two days down the line, there I was, waiting on a sofa,
right next to a brightly decorated Christmas tree, in the reception of
Great Lakes Institute of Management. Chennai. The college and
"You got to understand the science behind things and apply them.

Entrepreneur Cafe, a global movement for entrepreneurs to meet X o X .

- - - - Also, the constant pressure is demotivating," Surabhi tells us. How is
and discuss ideas, where hosting their fourth Annual Global i s <
= i T T o W - = it to work with your parents? I wondered. But this student at

onvention. The 24-hour-long event had a panel for entrepreneurs Gopalan International School, Bengaluru thinks it is "pretty

—_—_— e
below. 16. A quick look at the profiles of t?le panelists and I was smooth.” "My parents founded the company a year and a half ago. I
surprised. They were 14, 13 and 10 respectively and each of them asked them if I could join them and they said ‘Why not' I was

was an entrepreneur! doubtful initially. I thought I won't be able to manage everything,

but I did," she says. Surabhi's mother Pavana, on the other hand,
says that her daughter is her rock and loves to work with her little
colleague, who handles everything from organising workshops to

Five minutes later, I saw three children outside the glass door of the
room. They were my interviewees. Ishaan Gangabasi (10), Surabhi
Kashyap (14) and Krishiv Agarwal (13) sat down in front of me. All of

A advertising.
them, (shorter than the five-feet-tall Christmas tree next to me) had ACERIANS
a lot to share — from the stories of their companies to their views
on the education system. At the end of the conversation. I couldn't Under his micro hood
help but ask myself, "What was I doing when I was their age?'
The maker of desi Siri

Sitting next to me was a little boy in a grey hoodie who smiled
constantly. "So what is your company about?" I asked him. "Mine is
an automobile company. We are just done designing two cars. Now
we're researching on its internal parts,” says Ishaan. This fifth
grader from Gopalan National School. Bengaluru tells us how he
and his friend Ashwin were bored one day and thought that they
should start a company to make cars. All of us are flabbergasted.
"Till now, India has only two car companies on its own. I want us to
have more car companies and create vehicles with lesser pollution,”
he says.

Krishiv, a class IX student in Ambitus World School, Hyderabad
grew up in a household where the word entrepreneurship was
more commonly used than coffee. Son of Nikhil Agarwal, the
founder of Entrepreneur Cafe, Krishiv's idea for his AI bot ALPH
was born out of his hatred for smartphones. "I hate smartphones.
They're cramped and kill everything that is natural.” he tells us,
pointing at the Jio Phone he uses. When we asked him to tell us
more about his product, Krishiv was more than happy to explain. "It
is an Al-based bot that manages everything from relations to
finances to social media. In simpler words, it is a cheaper version of https: //www.edexlive.com/people /2018 /dec/12
Siri. Not just that, it has emotional intelligence and understands you
better. And by the way, it is not restricted to Apple phones." he says.
Krishiv conceptualised it a year ago and developed the prototype a will-be-game-changers-in-the-future-4706.html
month back.

meet-these-three-young-entrepreneurs-whose-ideas-
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GREAT LAKES CHENNAI ORGANIZES

4th ANNUAL GLOBAL CONVENTION
OF ENTREPRENEUR CAFE AT
CAMPUS

By editor - Dec 10, 2018 ® 139

GREAT LAKES CHENNAI ORGANIZES 4" ANNUAL GLOBAL CONVENTION OF
ENTREPRENEUR CAFE AT CAMPUS

Chennai, Great Lakes Institute of Management, Chennai organized the 4th Annual Global
Convention (AGC) 2018 of Entrepreneur Cafe - one of its kind, #24hournonstop conference
at its ECR Campus on 8th - 9th Dec. The two day conference, set on the theme -
*Disruptive Entrepreneurship in Amazing India (AI)" in collaboration with TiE, FICCI and Ivy
Next, begin with lighting of the lamp ceremony and honoring the guests.

Chief Guest Shri. M. K. Pandiarajan, Minister of Tamil Language, Tamil Culture and
Archaeology, Government of Tamil Nadu and Founder, Mafoi Management Consultants
delivered the keynote address, followed by Shri Suresh Krishna, Chairman, Sundram
Fasteners Limited, Shri. R Ramanan, Additional Secretary and Mission Director - Atal
Innovation Mission Shri. Dharmendra Pratap Yadav, IAS, Principal Secretary, MSME, Govt.
Of Tamil Nadu delivering the special address.

Welcoming the gathering, Dr Bala V Balachandran, Founder, Dean & Chairman, Great Lakes
Institute of Management said, “We are thrilled to host the first of its kind, a 24 hour
nonstop conference exclusively for entrepreneurs and startup community in our lush green
campus. With our latest offering in AIMLA, we are glad to bring a Global level forum that
will provide a great opportunity for enthusiasts as well as student entrepreneurs to learn
and exchange ideas, get updated on latest tech disruptions and innovations.”

Dr. Nikhil Agarwal, Founder - Entrepreneur Café set context to theme and addressed, “We
are happy to have associated with Dr. Bala and Great Lakes Chennai for the Annual Global
Convention of ECafe. This 24hour nonstop event is an excellent platform for founders,

investors and students as it will allow them to mingle, analyze, network with the
entrepreneurship ecosystem at global level. The convention will be featuring Startup
Awards to appreciate the innovations and technology advancement by local entrepreneurs,
industrialists and startups whose contributions towards the society and organization is
incredible but goes unnoticed.”

The inaugural also witnessed Dr. Tom Simon, Managing Director, The Babson Collaborative,
Babson College, USA and Dr. Bala V Balachandran, Founder, Dean & Chairman Great Lakes
Institute of Management, India, signing an MoU between Babson College, Massachusetts,
USA and Great Lakes Institute of Management that intends to foster and facilitate a
mutually beneficial collaboration between the institutions in the areas such as (i) student
programs through capstone entrepreneurial leadership learning experience, (ii) faculty
programs through Symposium of Entrepreneurship Educators to develop faculty to teach
entrepreneurship, (i) family entrepreneurship programs.

The AGC of Entrepreneur Café is considered as one of the largest entrepreneurial event in

the world. This year’s edition consisted of 40+ speakers and 100+ delegates across various
panel discussions organized in significance to the theme.

The panel topics for the first day consisted of ‘Master Class: What is the fuss about New
Tech?, ‘Data is the new OIL: Opportunities In Digital economy’, *Old School Vs New School:
Interactive, Intelligent and Adaptive Technology’, ‘The future beyond tomorrow’ that
included speakers from diverse backgrounds such as Mr. V Shankar, President, TiE
Chennai, and Mr. Shailendra Tipparaju, CTO Examity, Dr. T. N. Swaminathan, Director -
Branding & Public Relation & Professor of Marketing, Great Lakes Institute of Management,
Chennai, Mr. Mike Muralidharan (Bahwan Cybertek and Chairman of Ethiraj College,
Chennai), Dr. Sunil Rai, Vice Chancellor, MIT ADT University, Dr. DN Pandey, Director,
Jaipuria Institute of Management, Mr. Giridhar Gadiraju, Founder, Venusgeo, Mr. Praveen
Maheshwari, Founder and CEOQ, Transcendi, UK, Mr. Sumit Ganguli, CEO, GavsTech, Mr.
Prasad Kulkarni, VP, Accelya and the likes.

This was followed by an interesting session on where young entrepreneurs below 16 years
of age took part and exchanged ideas. Mr. Krishiv Agarwal (age 13), Mr. Ishan Gangabasi
(age 10), and Ms. Surbhi Kashyap (age 14) were the speakers and were moderated by Ms.
Malti Lakhani, CEO, Kaizen Learning.

http:/ /www.chennaicitynews.net /news/great-lakes-

chennai-organizes-4th-annual-global-convention-of-
entrepreneur-cafe-at-campus-78070
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Entrepreneur Café Holds 4th Annual Global
Convention
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CHENNAL Entrepreneur Café, a global movement where entrepreneurs
meet to discuss ideas, held its Fourth Annual Global Convention in Chennai
this week. The theme of the event was Disruptive Entrepreneurship in
Amazing India (AI).

The convention was held in association with FICCI at Great Lakes Institute

of Management, Chennai.

The event was chaired by the Dean and Founder Great Lakes Institute of
Management Padmashree awardee Prof. Bala V. Balachandran and presided

over by Dr. Nikhil Agarwal Founder Entrepreneur Café.

Shahid Ansari, founder Startup Kashmir and Director Entrepreneur Café
moderated the Panel for breakfast with CEO's wherein CEOs’ from various
companies stressed on the need for a stronger startup ecosystem to boost
the innovation in the country.

It was a unique 24 hrs nonstop event wherein startups and businesses from

across the world converged, according to Shahid Ansari.

Nehal Surana, founder LogicInvest moderated the panel discussion for
Disruptive Entrepreneurship. The speakers discussed about how the

disruptive entrepreneurship is changing the global business scape.

Mr. Nayan Parikh , Management Guru and Thought Leader, gave a keynote
address At Annual Global Convention talking about changing trends in
artificial intelligence and across the globe and how the new young startups
can pursue disruptive entrepreneurship. He advised students and
entrepreneurs to have powerful ideas and problem solving attitude keeping
in mind changing times. He also encouraged them to take risk and discard
fear of failure as India now has strong eco-system for startups and new

business.

https: / /kashmirobserver.net/2018 /business/entrepreneur-cafe-holds-4th-annual-global-convention-38558
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GREAT LAKES CHENNAI 24 hours nonstop conference.

Posted on : Decer

GREAT LAKES CHENNAI ORGANIZES 4th ANNUAL GLOBAL CONVENTION OF ENTREPRENEUR CAFE AT CAMPUS

Great Lakes Institute of Management, Chennai organized the 4th Annual Global Convention (AGC) 2018 of Entrepreneur Cafe - one of its kind, #24hournonstop conference
at its ECR Campus on 8th - 9th Dec. The two day conference, set on the theme - ‘Disruptive Entrepreneurship in Amazing India (Al)’ in collaboration with TiE, FICCI and Ivy
Next, begin with lighting of the lamp ceremony and honoring the guests.

Chief Guest Shri. M. K. Pandiarajan, Minister of Tamil Language, Tamil Culture and Archaeology, Government of Tamil Nadu and Founder, Mafoi Management Consultants
delivered the keynote address, followed by Shri Suresh Krishna, Chairman, Sundram Fasteners Limited, Shri. R Ramanan, Additional Secretary and Mission Director - Atal
Innovation Mission Shri. Dharmendra Pratap Yadav, IAS, Principal Secretary, MSME, Govt. Of Tamil Nadu delivering the special address.

Welcoming the gathering, Dr Bala V Balachandran, Founder, Dean & Chairman, Great Lakes Institute of Management said, “We are thrilled to host the first of its kind, a 24
hour nonstop conference exclusively for entrepreneurs and startup community in our lush green campus. With our latest offering in AIMLA, we are glad to bring a Global

level forum that will provide a great opportunity for enthusiasts as well as student entrepreneurs to learn and exchange ideas, get updated on latest tech disruptions and
innouatinne

Dr. Nikhil Agarwal, Founder - Entrepreneur Café set context to theme and addressed, “We are happy to have associated with Dr. Bala and Great Lakes Chennai for the
Annual Global Convention of ECafe. This 24hour nonstop event is an excellent platform for founders, investors and students as it will allow them to mingle, analyze, network
with the entrepreneurship ecosystem at global level. The convention will be featuring Startup Awards to appreciate the innovations and technology advancement by local
entrepreneurs, industrialists and startups whose contributions towards the society and organization is incredible but goes unnoticed.”
The inaugural also witnessed Dr. Tom Simon, Managing Director, The Babson Collaborative, Babson College, USA and Dr. Bala V Balachandran, Founder, Dean & Chairman
Great Lakes Institute of Management, India, signing an MoU between Babson College, Massachusetts, USA and Great Lakes Institute of Management that intends to foster
and facilitate a mutually beneficial collaboration between the institutions in the areas such as (i) student programs through capstone entrepreneurial leadership learning
experience, (i) faculty programs through Symposium of Entrepreneurship Educators to develop faculty to teach entrepreneurship, (iii) family entrepreneurship programs.

The AGC of Entrepreneur Café is considered as one of the largest entrepreneurial event in the world. This year’s edition consisted of 40+ speakers and 100+ delegates across
various panel discussions organized in significance to the theme.

https: / /tamilnadutoday.tv/12360
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GREAT LAKES CHENNAI ORGANIZES 4™ ANNUAL GLOBAL CONVENTION OF ENTREPRENEUR
CAFE AT CAMPUS

Chennai, Great Lakes Institute of Management, Chennai

organized the 4th Annual Global Convention (AGC) 2018 of Entrepreneur Cafe - one of its kind,
24hournonstop conference at its ECR Campus on 8th - 9th Dec. The two day conference, set on the
theme - ‘Disruptive Entre pr eneurship in Amazing India (Al)" in collaboration with TiE, FICCI and Ivy
Next, begin with lighting of the lamp cer emony and honoring the guests. Chief Guest Shri. M. K.
Pandiarajan, Minister of Tamil Language, Tamil Culture and Archaeology, Government of Tamil Nadu
and Founder, Mafoi Management Consultants delivered the key no te address, followed by Shri Suresh
Krishna, Chairman, Sundram Fasteners Limited, Shri. R Ramanan, Add it ional Secretary and Mission
Director - Atal Innovation Mission Shri. Dharmendra Pratap Yadav, IAS, Principal Secret ary, MSME,
Govt. Of Tamil Nadu delivering the special address.

Welcoming the gathering, Dr Bala V Balachandran, Founder, Dean & Chairman, Great Lakes Institute of

Man agement said,

“We are thrilled to host the first of its kind, a 24 hour nonstop conference exclusively for entre pr
eneurs and startup community in our lush green campus. With our latest offering in AIMLA, we are glad
to bri ng a Global level forum that will provide a great opportunity for enthusiasts as well as student
entrepreneurs to le arn and exchange ideas, get updated on latest tech disruptions and innovations.”

http:/ /www.b4umedia.in/2p=150789



http://www.b4umedia.in/?p=150789

\ I
SNI3t DGO
Date : 11" December 2018
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Great Lakes Institute of Management, Chennai organized the 4th Annual Global Convention (AGC) 2018 of Entrepreneur Cafe — one
of its kind, #24hournonstop conference at its ECR Campus on 8th — 9th Dec. The two day conference, set on the theme — ‘Disruptive
Entrepreneurship in Amazing India (Al) in collaboration with TiE, FICCI and Ivy Next, begin with lighting of the lamp ceremony and
honoring the guests.

Chief Guest Shri. M. K. Pandiarajan, Minister of Tamil Language, Tamil Culture and Archaeology. Government of Tamil Nadu and
Founder, Mafoi Management Consultants delivered the keynote address, followed by Shri Suresh Krishna, Chairman, Sundram
Fasteners Limited, Shri. R Ramanan, Additional Secretary and Mission Director — Atal Innovation Mission Shri. Dharmendra Pratap
Yadav, IAS, Principal Secretary, MSME, Govt. Of Tamil Nadu delivering the special address.

Welcoming the gathering. Dr Bala V Balachandran, Founder, Dean & Chairman, Great Lakes Institute of Management said, “We are
thrilled to host the first of its kind, a 24 hour nonstop conference exclusively for entrepreneurs and startup community in our lush
green campus. With our latest offering in AIMLA, we are glad to bring a Global level forum that will provide a great opportunity for
enthusiasts as well as student entrepreneurs to leam and exchange ideas, get updated on latest tech disruptions and innovations.”

Dr. Nikhil Agarwal, Founder — Entrepreneur Café set context to theme and addressed, “We are happy to have associated with Dr.
Bala and Great Lakes Chennai for the Annual Global Convention of ECafe. This 24hour nonstop event is an excellent platform for
founders, investors and students as it will allow them to mingle, analyze, network with the entrepreneurship ecosystem at global
level. The convention will be featuring Startup Awards to appreciate the innovations and technology advancement by local
entrepreneurs, industrialists and startups whose contributions towards the society and organization is incredible but goes unnoticed.”

The inaugural also witnessed Dr. Tom Simon, Managing Director, The Babson Collaborative, Babson College, USA and Dr. Bala V
Balachandran, Founder, Dean & Chairman Great Lakes Institute of Management, India, signing an MoU between Babson College,
Massachusetts, USA and Great Lakes Institute of Management that intends to foster and facilitate a mutually beneficial collaboration
between the institutions in the areas such as (i) student programs through capstone entrepreneurial leadership learning experience,
(i) faculty programs through Symposium of Entrepreneurship Educators to develop faculty to teach entrepreneurship, (iii) family
entrepreneurship programs.

https://arasumalar.com/12073
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Chennai, Great Lakes Institute of Management, Chennai organized the 4th Annual Global Convention (AGC)
2018 of Entrepreneur Cafe — one of its kind, #24hournonstop conference at its ECR Campus on 8th — 9th
Dec. The two day conference, set on the theme - ‘Disruptive Entrepreneurship in Amazing India (Al)’ in
collaboration with TiE, FICCI and Ivy Next, begin with lighting of the lamp ceremony and honoring the
guests.

Chief Guest Shri. M. K. Pandiarajan, Minister of Tamil Language, Tamil Culture and Archaeology,
Government of Tamil Nadu and Founder, Mafoi Management Consultants delivered the keynote address,
followed by Shri Suresh Krishna, Chairman, Sundram Fasteners Limited, Shri. R Ramanan, Additional
Secretary and Mission Director — Atal Innovation Mission Shri. Dharmendra Pratap Yadav, IAS, Principal
Secretary, MSME, Govt. Of Tamil Nadu delivering the special address.

Welcoming the gathering, Dr Bala V Balachandran, Founder, Dean & Chairman, Great Lakes Institute of
Management said, “We are thrilled to host the first of its kind, a 24 hour nonstop conference exclusively for
entrepreneurs and startup community in our lush green campus. With our latest offering in AIMLA, we are
glad to bring a Global level forum that will provide a great opportunity for enthusiasts as well as student

entrepreneurs to learn and exchange ideas, get updated on latest tech disruptions and innovations.”

E »
Dr. Nikhil Agarwal, Founder —

Entrepreneur Café set cmet 1; lhem:nd addressed, “We are happy to have
associated with Dr. Bala and Great Lakes Chennai for the Annual Global Convention of ECafe. This 24hour
nonstop event is an excellent platform for founders, investors and students as it will allow them to mingle,
analyze, network with the entrepreneurship ecosystem at global level. The convention will be featuring

GREAT LAKES CHENNAI ORGANIZES 4™ ANNUAL GLOBAL CONVENTION OF ENTREPRENEUR CAFE AT
CAMPUS

Startup Awards to appreciate the innovations and technology advancement by local entrepreneurs,
industrialists and startups whose contributions towards the society and organization is incredible but goes
unnoticed.”

The inaugural also witnessed Dr. Tom Simon, Managing Director, The Babson Collaborative, Babson College,
USA and Dr. Bala V Balachandran, Founder, Dean & Chairman Great Lakes Institute of Management, India,
signing an MoU between Babson College, Massachusetts, USA and Great Lakes Institute of Management
that intends to foster and facilitate a mutually beneficial collaboration between the institutions in the areas
such as (i) student programs through capstone entrepreneurial leadership learning experience, (ii) faculty
programs through Symposium of Entrepreneurship Educators to develop faculty to teach entrepreneurship,
(iii) family entrepreneurship programs.

The AGC of Entrepreneur Café is considered as one of the largest entrepreneurial event in the world. This
year’s edition consisted of 40+ speakers and 100+ delegates across various panel discussions organized in
significance to the theme.

http://kalaipoonga.net/archives /22076
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GREAT LAKES CHENNAI ORGANIZES 4th ANNUAL GLOBAL CONVENTION OF ENTREPRENEUR CAFE AT CAMPUS

Great Lakes Institute of Management, Chennai organized the 4th Annual Global Convention (AGC) 2018 of Entrepreneur
Cafe - one of its kind, #24hournonstop conference at its ECR Campus on 8th - 9th Dec. The two day conference, set on
the theme - “Disruptive Entrepreneurship in Amazing India (Al)’ in collaboration with TiE, FICCI and Ivy Next, begin with
lighting of the lamp ceremony and honoring the guests.

Chief Guest Shri. M. K. Pandiarajan, Minister of Tamil Language, Tamil Culture and Archaeology, Government of Tamil
Nadu and Founder, Mafoi Management Consultants delivered the keynote address, followed by Shri Suresh Krishna,
Chairman, Sundram Fasteners Limited, Shri. R Ramanan, Additional Secretary and Mission Director - Atal Innovation
Mission Shri. Dharmendra Pratap Yadav, IAS, Principal Secretary, MSME, Govt. Of Tamil Nadu delivering the special
address.

Welcoming the gathering, Dr Bala V Balachandran, Founder, Dean & Chairman, Great Lakes Institute of Management
said, “We are thrilled to host the first of its kind, a 24 hour nonstop conference exclusively for entrepreneurs and
startup community in our lush green campus. With our latest offering in AIMLA, we are glad to bring a Global level
forum that will provide a great opportunity for enthusiasts as well as student entrepreneurs to learn and exchange
ideas, get updated on latest tech disruptions and innovations.”
The inaugural also witnessed Dr. Tom Simon, Managing Director, The Babson Collaborative, Babson College, USA and
Dr. Bala V Balachandran, Founder, Dean & Chairman Great Lakes Institute of Management, India, signing an MoU
between Babson College, Massachusetts, USA and Great Lakes Institute of Management that intends to foster and
facilitate a mutually beneficial collaboration between the institutions in the areas such as (i) student programs through
capstone entrepreneurial leadership learning experience, (ii) faculty programs through Symposium of
Entrepreneurship Educators to develop faculty to teach entrepreneurship, (iii) family entrepreneurship programs.
The AGC of Entrepreneur Café is considered as one of the largest entrepreneurial event in the world. This year’s edition
consisted of 40+ speakers and 100+ delegates across various panel discussions organized in significance to the theme.
The panel topics for the first day consisted of ‘Master Class: What is the fuss about New Tech?, ‘Data is the new OIL:
Opportunities In Digital economy’, “‘Old School Vs New School: Interactive, Intelligent and Adaptive Technology’, 'The
future beyond tomorrow’ that included speakers from diverse backgrounds such as Mr. V Shankar, President, TiE
Chennai, and Mr. Shailendra Tipparaju, CTO Examity, Dr. T. N. Swaminathan, Director - Branding & Public Relation &
Professor of Marketing, Great Lakes Institute of Management, Chennai, Mr. Mike Muralidharan (Bahwan Cybertek and
Chairman of Ethiraj College, Chennai), Dr. Sunil Rai, Vice Chancellor, MIT ADT University, Dr. DN Pandey, Director,
Jaipuria Institute of Management, Mr. Giridhar Gadiraju, Founder, Venusgeo, Mr. Praveen Maheshwari, Founder and
CEO, Transcendi, UK, Mr. Sumit Ganguli, CEO, GavsTech, Mr. Prasad Kulkarni, VP, Accelya and the likes.

This was followed by an interesting session on where young entrepreneurs below 16 years of age took part and
exchanged ideas. Mr. Krishiv Agarwal (age 13), Mr. Ishan Gangabasi (age 10), and Ms. Surbhi Kashyap (age 14) were the
speakers and were moderated by Ms. Malti Lakhani, CEO, Kaizen Learning.

http://arjunatv.in/8267 /
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‘Policies can have immense
disruptive power’

The Hindu 9 Dec 2018 Special Correspondent

AIADMK leader and Minister of
Tamil language and Culture K.
Pandiarajan on Saturday said
policies of the government can
have immense disruptive power.

Mr. Pandiarajan was speaking at
the two-day Annual Global Con-
vention of Entrepreneur Cafe, be-
ing hosted by the Great Lakes In-
stitute of Management.

The theme of the conference is
‘Disruptive Entrepreneurship in
Amazing India’. The decision by
former Chief Minister K. Kamaraj
to open 15,000 schools drove up
gross enrolment ratio to 80% in

the State even as the national av-
erage was 30%, he recalled. At the
inaugural ceremony, Chairman of
Sundaram Fasteners Limited
Suresh Krishna, talked of the duty
of entrepreneurs to take care of
their labour force.

‘Standard of living’

“If we are not here to elevate the
standard of living of our citizens,
what are we doing,” Mr. Krishna
asked.

He said job creation was a crucial
component of entrepreneurship,
which included jobs in the lower

part of the pyramid.

Bala V. Balachandran, founder
and chairman of the institute, R.
Ramanan, Director of the Atal In-
novation Mission and Dharmen-
dra Pratap Yadav, principal secre-
tary, MSME were among the
speakers.

https://www.pressreader.com/india /the-hindu/20181209/281724090632295
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JOB CREATION AND WORKER WELFARE ARE
PARAMOUNT: SURESH KRISHNA
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“Your job is to create jobs,” Suresh Krishna, Chairman, Sundram Fasteners Ltd, told the students of Great Lakes Institute of Management, quite
bluntly. Delivering a special address at the inaugural of the annual global convention 2018 of Entrepreneur Café, a two-day event, Krishna said
that it’s important to create jobs to keep the millions at the bottom of the pyramid gainfully employed. That’s India’s crying need. “India
can be built only by Indians; you can get technology and ideas from abroad but hard work can only be ours,” hesaid.

And, it isn’t enough just to create jobs but one has to be conscious of the welfare of the workforce. Krishna pointed out that one can buy
property, technology, get funding and so on, but one cannot buy an efficient and productive manpower. It is incumbent on a management to
foster the right environment for its manpower. “B-schoolers are taught HR, about mergers, marketing, but this is just the cream. The bottom
of the pyramid is labour, who sustain the vision of the founder. How do you continuously maintain and sustain the sense of belonging of
people who toil for you,”he elaborated.

There are a few ways of doing it, Krishna went on to explain. The vision of the company can’t be the individual vision of the CEO,but should be
ashared vision, distributed among all employees. The onus is on the founder to communicate this vision and this forges harmony and unity in
the company. “You must communicate, and when you get tired of it, you communicate more,” he stressed. “I have headed Sundram Fasteners
for 55 years; we have 17 plants. I address all workers from the President down, two to three times a year so that they get to hear directly
from the Chairman what's happening around the world and in their company,” he elaborated.

Krishna said it's important to speak the truth always and a tenuous bond develops between labour and management. “This cannot be
mandated or brought, but you have to earn this trust; we share all balance sheets with the workers and also explain the global situation,” he
added. The most under estimated role is how to create a productive workforce which totally identifies itself with the welfare of the
company. “My dharma as a businessman is not just to make money but elevate a large number of Indians to a reasonable standard of living.
The TVS group employs over a lakh people who have sustainable incomes; machinists in SFLare today VPs. Our dharma is to create a society to
which you have directly contributed to betterment of society,” elaborated Krishna.

The two day conclave also featured a 24-hour non-stop conference on campus where students got to interact with various entrepreneurs.
The theme of conference was ‘Disruptive Entrepreneurship in Amazing India (AI)’ in collaboration with TiE, FICCland Ivy Next.

The chief guest, MK Pandiarajan, Minister of Tamil Language, Tamil Culture and Archaeology, Government of Tamil Nadu and Founder, Mafoi
Management Consultants delivered the keynote address. He spoke to the students on the power of disruption. In the political sphere he spoke
on how Kamaraj, a former chief minister of Tamil Nady, created the TN Schemes of Education, with very less resources. He said every day, ‘1 will
open two schools.” He started 15,000 government-aided schools all over the state and gross enrollment ratio went up to 80 per cent in 1963
while India had 30 per cent. “He did some innovation to the college sector and raised the number of colleges in TN. This is the kind of
disruption power policies can have,” the Minister explained.

For entrepreneurs, disruptions provides a great opportunity. “A successful entrepreneur is one who can see the unseen, one who can
articulate the unarticulated and can work with which others have withheld. It'’s a huge risk to follow with a window of opportunities
closing on you,” said Pandiarajan. But, for students stepping out of B-school, it’s a great time to step into the entrepreneurial world.



Bl

BusincssLine on Campus

December 20, 2018

Great Lakes signs agreement with Babson College, US
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MoU to foster mutually beneficial entrepreneurship programmes

Great Lakes Institute of Management has signed a memorandum of understanding with Babson
College, Massachusetts, US, that intends to foster and facilitate a mutually beneficial collaboration
between the institutions in areas such as student programmes through capstone entrepreneurial
leadership learning experience; faculty programmes through Symposia of Entrepreneurship
Educators to develop faculty to teach entrepreneurship, and family entrepreneurship programmes.
Dr Tom Simon, Managing Director, The Babson Collaborative, Babson College, US, and Dr Bala V
Balachandran, Founder, Dean & Chairman Great Lakes Institute of Management, India, signed the
MoU last week.

An independent, not-for-profit institution, Babson is accredited by the Association to Advance
Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB), the New England Association of Schools and Colleges, and
the EFMD Quality Improvement System (EQUIS) and the focus of its education is on
entrepreneurship.

In the 2015-2016 academic year, more than 2,100 undergraduate and 900 graduate students
attended Babson, representing more than 80 countries.

Caption: Dr Tom Simon, Managing Director, The Babson Collaborative, Babson College, US,
and Dr Bala V Balachandran, Founder, Dean & Chairman, Great Lakes Institute of
Management, India, sign an MoU

https://www.bloncampus.com/b-school-corner/great-lakes-signs-agreement-with-babson-college-
us/article25782328.ece
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